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The long-term agenda of the EPA  
focuses on FOUR PILLARS: better 
management, full cost pricing,water 
efficiency, and the watershed 
approach. Go to page 4.

ASSET MANAGEMENT means 
operating your system in a way 
that maximizes the full life of 
system components and minimizes 
unplanned financial expenditures. 
Go to page 8.

Ok, so you’ve finished your
VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT 
and have identified potential threats 
to your system. It’s been submitted-
with certification to the EPA. Now 
what? Go to page 17.

Sustentabilidad – Es una palabra en la 
que muchos hemos pensado y mencio-
nado seguido, últimamente. Todos de-
seamos hacer una contribución positiva 
en la tarea de lograr una infraestructura  
sotenible, crecimiento sostenible, comu-
nidades sostenibles. Siempre es arduo 
decidir qué corresponde hacer en el 
presente, para garantizar un resultado 
que sea sustentable de aquí a diez, veinte 
o treinta años.

Sustainability – it’s a word that many 
of us have been thinking and talking 
about a lot lately. We all want to make 

positive contributions towards achieving 
sustainable infrastructure, sustainable 
growth, and sustainable communities. For 
many local leaders, it’s a daily preoccupa-
tion.  At RCAP Solutions, sustainability is 
our profession.
But what do we really mean by sustain-
ability? Too often, we just assume that 
everyone is on the same page with this 
concept, without any close examination of 
our individual assumptions, experience, or 
knowledge base. Part of the problem, also, 
is that sustainability generally is achieved 
only over a very long period of time. It is 
always hard to decide what the right thing is 
to do now in order to guarantee a sustainable 
outcome ten, twenty, or thirty years from 
now. But if you can engage community 
members in an honest and open dialogue on 
sustainability, the payoff years from now 
can be very great, indeed. 

Moving with purpose  
and direction
Staff at RCAP Solutions are encouraged 
to find that many small communities are 
adopting (and adapting) well-established 
strategic planning and community vision-
ing models to help them articulate what 
sustainability means to local stakeholders. 
There is no denying that the exact shape of 
a sustainable future will vary greatly from 
one place to another, so local dialogue in 
each community is certainly important. But 
there are constants in the formula, too, as 
all sustainable futures include certain core 
principles. (Two insightful definitions of 
sustainable development that capture the 
essence of these ideals appear in the sidebar 
accompanying this article.)
When you think about it, sustainability is 
one of those “Motherhood and Apple Pie” 
issues that are hard to argue with. So why 
do we still find local policies and programs 
– wholeneighborhoods, business districts 
and infrastructure systems – being devel-
oped in ways that are clearly unsustainable?  
The reasons are many and varied, but they 
often boil down to either a lack of under-
standing, or a failure to really acknowledge 
and grapple with the understanding we 
already possess.  When we talk about 
sustainability, we have to understand four 
important factors. We must understand

Limits, and how to live within them,
Interconnections among the economy, 
society, and the environment,
Equity, and how to create a more 
equitable distribution of resources and 
opportunities,
One another – or in other words, build 
consensus for a sustainable future.
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